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Out of the Dust
by Karen Hesse

Study Questions

As you read this novel, answer the following questions. Use complete sentences at all times!

WINTER 1934
Section 1; Beginning: August 1920 —Birthday for FDR p. 3-1 5

1. What were the circumstances of Bilie Jo Kelby’s birth? f’l ), % %z W RV S g Dy oot
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3. What are Mr. Noble and Mr. Romney arguing about in Rabbit Battles? | e éf (Are
" P, Y ‘E,«x,"-x 7 L - 3 o
{;%@’Efjﬂ%i W% (bt WD M‘EF (il ﬂwe‘; i) f‘f‘ £ frhids,
,f {7 f ' )
e A Aiids ot ey

. e P SN Vom, s
Q\ (L EN %& N c. \ Coause. Sne, Ly e &"“‘w B ‘a;% Oille, Jo 55“;;{?_
S

4. In What way does B]lhe Jo “love” Livie Killian? f ¥ }’j
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5. Who did Arely Wandetrdale ask to play at the Palace before he asked Billie Jo? . f;‘:f‘»lf. Eéf’kit ol
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7. What does Billie Jo say that playmg piano can be in On Stage? ~¥vE S0 g™y &H’ {ﬁié
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8. Where does the money collected at the ball in Birthday for FDR £0? ﬁ‘;&w (Yl Qe
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wurnal entry: (on the back of this paper) Write a paragraph about Billie Jo and what you think her days are
hke. Imagme you are her and you are hvmg n the dry, dusty state of Oklahoma during the 1930s.




Section 2: Not Too Much To Ask — Breaking Drought p. 16-23 -

1. What did Billie Jo’s mother donate to people in need? % T\ Ors b CQ(]\P M
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. Why did Billic Jo think she had to be so vigilant about money 4T Mr. Hardly’s store? M. Pt
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3. What did Billie Jo do when it was discovered that Mr. Hardly had given her four extra cents in change?
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4. What would Billic Jo’s mother have done if Billic JO had taken a gift from Mr. Hardly? <o0@ WO
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5. Where did the wind storm take place in Fifty Miles South of Home? Amx( ;\\Dj Tewus

6. Why does Billie Jo’s family set the table with plates upside down, glasses bottom up, and napkins fo]d@
over the sitverware?
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7. What does Billie Jo’s Tather mean wheirhe says, “The potatoes are peppered plenty tonight, Polly.”
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8. What happened in Breaking Drought after seventy days? 8N \\ ‘\'\\64 ‘{HCJ\.‘\ A CCLW]Q

Writing assignment: On the back of this paper, rewrite “Rules of Dining” in prose.
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Section 3: Dazzled — Fields of Flashing Light p. 24-33 ‘%m_’ =
1. About what is Billie Jo dazzled in the poem of that name?  § |
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£. What happens to Billie Jo’s father when he watches her mother play the piano? [/#.% ¥{ {125
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3. When did Billie Jo’s mother first teach her to play the piano? _ }/\/ i! Ery o j/} £ Lue,

4. What does Billie Jo’s mother say is the main reason that Billie Jo’s father still believes in rain?
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5. Why won’t Billie Jo’s mother allow her to play for Sunny of Sunnyside? ¥ RS R
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6. What did Billie Jo’s mother say when told that Billie Jo scored at the top of the eighth grade at her school on
an achievement test?
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What:is the main event that happens in Fields of Flashing Light?
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Geography Practice: On the map provided, color the states that were affected by the dust bow] of the 1930s.
Label the states on the blank map.

The Dust Bowl

Which states ook like they were affected the same?
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Name Date #

Spring 1934  Section 4. Tested by Dust through On the Road with Arfey p. 35-51

nswer all questions in complete sentences!
.. For what reason does Billie Jo think that she and the other students should get bonus points on their six-weeks achievement test?
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2. What money is the Kelby family going to get in time for the baby's coming? o WM\DV\Q:\) “Hﬂ(‘f 43
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5. What s the major dispute between Billie Jo's mother and father in Give Up on Wheat? Mf 2{ (AR, "f@ /7)@
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6. What opera does Billie Jo realize she has never heard of in What I Don’t Know?
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Why are the two apple trees in Billie's Jo's yard still alive? JWM 'ﬂ/ﬁf) 7/(.)60607/9) /Jf/lgf
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8. What does Billie Jo's father say he remembers about World War | in France? M’ . TQOI;}Q’QW

What wili happen to the apples on the trees in a couple of months? xj&w W /&%’ Q/L(,QQQOJU\ T
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10. What was wrong with the rain that came in Dust and Ram’? f‘f was JZ)C) hamp Gl 1@0
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11. How much wheat does Billie Jo th;nk her father will get harvested per acre of fand? 6 bu‘ﬁne\& \:QC}ULd
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12. How does Arley pay Billie Jo for her piano playing? ___ A\ C&\W‘\@CB




Name Date #

Summer 1934  Section 5. Hope in a Drizzle through Devoured p. 53-69

“nswer all questions in complete sentences! .
.. How much rain fell in Hope in a Drizzle?

2. What did Billie Jo secretly watch her mother doing during the light rainfall? . Ti

3. What did Billie Jo's mother do when Billie Jo asked what she thought of having five babies all at once like Elzire Dionne in Canada?

4. Where does Billie Jo say that she would fike to walk to one day like the boys who are leaving their homes?

5. What was the initial cause of the accident that hurt Billie Jo and her mother? L

6. How were Billie Jo's hands hurt during the accident?

L

Who did Doc Rice tend to first when he arrived after the accident?

8. What was the only real thing in Billie Jo's night mare after the accident?

8. What does Billie Jo say that ber mother smelis like lying under the sheet tent?

10. What did Billie Jo's father do with the money he found in the house after the accident?

11. What did Billie Jo do to make it worse for her mother while her father was in Guymon?

12. How did Billie Jo's mother dig?

abulary words for this section: quintuplets  kerosene desperate antiseptic chafed  whirred

Writing: On the back of this paper, rewrite Devoured, p. 68-69, in prose. Remember the rules for writing!! (capitalization, punctuation,
topic and concluding sentence!)
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Out of the Dust: Veocabulary Practice Sections 1-2

Section 1
to*v bawling crouched distracted revenge scowl

Fill 1n the sentences with the correct vocabulary words.

.. but anyhow,/she was («% Lo % Yile ‘%“ -2 é enough,/I was determined enough,/this time I got just
what I wanted.

2. They pledged  { € e éL on the rabbit population; wagering who could kill more.

3. 1 came too fast for the doctor,/ YT gig L¥VWL as soon as Daddy wiped his hand around/inside my mouth.

5. She always gets {*{ < 3% b about my playing,/even though she’s the one who truly tanght me.

6. They . '“f £ E,\; E as they pass on the street.

Write the correct word from above in the blank next to the correct definition.

%’”’t’f’&é - %""“‘v:ifiéi* punishment in return for insult or injury
Seowt frown
16 @'}:‘j iritable; touchy
( La (e lar sidetracked; diverted
%\Y&,‘é\)\, 113 ‘\(iB crying out loud
Crruchec § stooped
Section 2
whittle@& drought moldy squinted exposing

“il] in the sentences with the correct vocabulary words.
- We shake out our napkins,/spread them on our laps,/and flip over our glasses and plates,/ @jﬁ YOI g neat
1rcle J/round comments/on what life would be without dust..

Sa A fﬂ m back at him as I gave him Ma’s order.

..and thinking about the secondhand music/in a ‘(\(\@\d\j box at the shop in Joyce City.

i ud we’re all \N\'\ \'\(\Q(\ down to the bone these days

;. One mi ght, some rain came, but it did not end the C&\(‘ D\AC\\!\‘\"




Name Date #

Qut of the Dust: Vocabulary Practice Sections 3-5
Sertom 3
dazzled jealous harvest snatched
Fill in the sentences with the correct vocabulary words.

1
SN M’W i}‘ {/" )
.. I'remember being Q;i{w e Q\N}wg by her/whenever she played the piano.

2. ...but sometimes I think she’s/just plain 111
3. While Ma and Daddy slept/the dust came,/tearing up fields where the winter wheat,/set for IE” Yy L*f‘ﬁétm June,/stood
helpless.

1iPwhen I’m at the piano/and she’s not.

4. The wind f{a‘{“\i@%{%ﬁtﬁ& that snow right off the fields. ..

: ‘:i iﬁf’v }U,Q envious

N iﬂ{ g’f l}&i seized or grabbed

Qﬁ":%zjjﬁﬁ\i amazed or bewildered with spectacular display

gathering in of a crop

Section 4
withered wince tart searing combines

Fill in the sentences with the correct vocabulary words.

1. One quarter of the wheat is lost; blown away or W}H) efed up.

> 1 Winge at the sight of his rib-thin cattle.

3. To eat them now,/so 130\\"% ,/would turn my mouth inside out,/would make my stomach groan.

t. On Sunday,/winds came,/bringing a red dust/like prairie fire,/hot and peppery,/ 56& Ve ﬂq the inside of

ny nose,/the whites of my eyes.

5. The M\“@S gwe started moving across the fields. ...

‘\U%&‘( v\('\()\ scorching or burning the surface of W W to shrink or start involuntarily,

as in pain or distress
CDW\Q\\\'Q/%harveshn g machines _
l’,(].“‘\c having a sharp pungent taste;

{“‘ \\\\(’;((é, dried up; shriveled sour




